Role of crevice in the occurrence of hemoglobin in saliva.
The aim of the present study was to analyze the role of the gingival-periodontal component in the presence of blood in saliva. We studied a population of 184 adult patients composed of 101 totally edentulous patients with no oral mucosa lesions and 83 dentulous patients with clinically healthy gums. Saliva samples obtained by spontaneous salivation were collected in sterile containers. Qualitative and quantitative evaluation of each of the samples was performed. 67% of the dentulous patients tested positive for hemoglobin in saliva. None of the patients in the totally edentulous group exhibited hemoglobin in saliva. These data suggest that the periodontal condition is an essential factor for the presence of hemoglobin in saliva.